Rapid improvement of extensive non-melanoma skin cancers with combination of 13-cis-retinoic acid and radiotherapy: report of three cases.
Extensive non-melanoma skin cancer (NMSC) constitutes a therapeutic challenge especially in old and debilitated patients. Applied treatments include surgical excision, MOHS micrographic surgery, cryosurgery, electrodesiccation, and radiotherapy. We present 3 elderly patients with extensive basal or squamous cell carcinomas and poor general condition who were treated with a combination of 13-cis-retinoic acid 1 mg/kg daily and radiotherapy 2.5 Gy daily. The treatment resulted in rapid improvement of the tumors with significant reduction of their size.